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Nominees:

Riley DeLong (Lake County JSEC)
Matt Robinson (Missoula JSEC)
Sophie Moon (Missoula JSEC)
Carly Hart (Missoula JSEC)
Logan John Brensdal (Helena JSEC)
Claire Schoening (Glendive JSEC)
Krueger Stiles (Billings JSEC)
Alandra C. Hartley (Glendive JSEC)
Tyler Fricks (Billings JSEC)
Skyler Hilden (Billings JSEC)
Rylee Perkins (Billings JSEC)
Bailey Collins (Great Falls JSEC)
Naomi Nichols (Great Falls JSEC)
Richard David Hibbs (Billings JSEC)
Blake Mitchell (Billings JSEC)
Luke Westbrook (Lewistown JSEC)
Amanda Irene Andres (Lake County JSEC)
Riley DeLong (Lake County JSEC)
Parker Kulczyk (Glasgow JSEC)


Winner – Riley DeLong Lake County JSEC

Riley demonstrates his commitment to academic excellence with a cumulative GPA of 3.66.  Throughout high school he has embraced a wide variety of courses, including Spanish, Welding, Fine Arts, and advanced math and sciences.  He has participated in Drama and Choirs well as the American Legion Oratorical Speech contest for Lake County, placing 2nd.  Riley loves rodeo, and he has qualified for the Montana High School Rodeo state finals each year since 2012.  He has done extensive farm and ranch work including fencing, operation of heavy equipment, calving, and other farm activities.  Additionally, he has assisted in a daycare facility and provided math tutoring for 3rd and 4th graders.  Last year he earned the “Servant Leader Award” for his school.

As a young boy, Riley suffered the loss of his relationship with his father through divorce.  If that were not enough, about three years ago he lost his mother in a tragic automobile accident.  Now being raised by his grandparents, he has learned to work hard, both in school and at home.  In order to better succeed, Riley made a difficult choice to change schools during his Junior year of high school.  Still, he has excelled academically and has proven to his teachers to be a “hard-working, down-to-earth student”.   The school counselor shared several insights to his strength of character and integrity:  “Riley leads by example among his peers.  He is extremely patient and kind while tutoring underclassmen or elementary students in math. …he helps without being asked.  He is extremely conscientious and dependable.  He cares about others and he is insightful about helping others.  Riley is generous with his time and energy.”  With that, we believe that this student has demonstrated that he deserves our support with the Lake County JSEC scholarship, and now to be nominated at the state-wide level.
